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The subscriptions for electric journals occupy a large proportion of the budget of university
libraries, which forces to make a fond for the price or restrict the number of journals to read.
A solution of the previous problem is the idea of “Open Access” which is to open information
such as scholarly papers to the public for nothing. Publishing of scholarly papers on institutional
repositories is one of activities based on the idea. An increase of the number of the papers stored
in institutional repositories is expected to solve the problem of journal prices indirectly, therefore
developing institutional repositories for the previous purpose is an immediate necessity.

In order to solve the problem of journal prices, a qualitative improvement of “original” papers
is necessary for institutional repositories, and then a concrete measure is refereeing the papers by
an authority such as an academic society. The previous model can be regarded as an open-access
journal based on self-archiving. In the case of the print media “referee” for a warranty of papers
and “publication” of papers by printing are operated by an entity such as an academic society
and a publishing company, however the two services can be provided by different entities in the
case of the electronic media.

A paper publication system based on the proposed model is expected to affect researchers and
publishers as follows. Researchers can obtain a new choice of a journal to which they refer or
submit their paper. Publishers can provide a journal which requires no cost of printing papers
(for the print media) and managing servers (for the electronic media), that is, a service of only

refereeing papers.
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